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In the early 2000s, two separate 
initiatives, one in the US (R2R) and one 

in Europe (Eurofleets), started 
developing vocabularies in support of 
their digital event logging systems on 

board research vessels.

In 2021 and 2022, a set of informal meetings were organised 
to review the alignment between the existing resources and 
agree on a common way forward.

Two SKOS vocabularies were created on the NERC 
Vocabulary Server: one for actions (EL1) and one for 
processes (EL2).

The R2R controlled vocabularies and the 
EuroFleet EARS ontology then became a source 
of interest to other organisations such as the 
British Antarctic Survey who were seeking to 
develop a more automated logging system for 
their new research ship.

FAIR vocabularies for Actions and Processes are 
needed across the broad range of ocean observing  
platforms, to facilitate interoperability, automation, 
and the recording of consistent information about 
instrument’s operations.

Help us grow these vocabularies by contributing to this community effort, and by using them in 
your event logging systems. Suggestions for new terms can be made by raising issue tickets via 
this dedicated GitHub repository   https://github.com/nvs-vocabs/eLoggerVocabs

Or contact Gwen Moncoiffé via vocab.services@bodc.ac.uk

https://vocab.nerc.ac.uk/collection/EL1/current/
https://vocab.nerc.ac.uk/collection/EL2/current/

